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A  radio  talk  "by  Mr.  J,  B.  Kincer,  ^'^eatker  Bureau,  delivered 
thror^h  Station  W.C  and  34  other  stations  a.ssociated  with  the  ITo^tionoA 
Broadco.stiiig  Company,  April  2,.  1930. 

Eow-do-you  do,  folks!  One  month  ago  our  wea.ther  story  relo.ted 
to  Behrrn.ry,  and  to-da,y  we  are  to  talk  a  few  minutes  about  the  weather 
for  the  first  spring  month,  March.  ITormtally,  there  is  very  little  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  temperature  of  January  and  February,  but  in  Ma,rch 
there  is  usually  a,- general  and  decided  warming  .up,  especially  in  the 
northern  portions  of  the  country. .  In  the  South,  the  normal  temperature 
for  March  is  only  6°  or  higher,  but  in  the  more  northern  States,  such 
as  the  Dakotas-  and  Minnesota,  the  temperature  a.verag.es,  in  the  long  rruo, 
from.  13  degrees  to  15  degrees  higher  than  for  Bebrua.ry. 

ITormal  temperatures,  however,'  represent  averages  for  a  long  oeriod 
of  years,  and  the  weather  for  any  particulcar  year,  like  some  folks  :you 
possibly  may  know,  seems  to  have  a  rather  persistent  habit  of .refusing 
to  behave,  as  all  good -weather  should,  in  a  perfectly  norma.1  fashion. 

This  yea.r,  .February  was  abnormally  warm,  and  March,  as  a  whole,  was 
moderately  cool  in  the  southern  half  of  the  country,  and  somewhat  wai'wier 
than  normal  in  much  of  the  north. .  The  first  half  of  the  month  continued 
wo.rm,  but  the  latter  part,  beginning  about  the  18th,  was  decidedly  cold. 
Thus,  instead  of  March  being  much  warmer  than  February,  it  outually  wo.s 
colder  over  many  southern  and  interior  sections  .of  the  country.  Pre¬ 
cipitation  was  very  heavy  in  parts  of  'the  Southeast  and  was  somewhat 
above  normal  in  much  of  the  west  Gulf  area,  the  ITortheast,  and  parts  of 
the  ITorth-'.sust  and'  Southwest.  It  was  decidedly  scanty  in  the  interior 
valleys  and  southern  Great  Plains,  as  well  as  the  extreme  northern  Plains 
area,  where  some  sections  had-  less  than  one-fourth  the  norms.!  amount  for 
the  month,  ■ 

Monch,  as  a  whole,  wo.s  fairly  favorable  for  outside  oppro.tions  in 
central  end  Southern  States,  and  farm  work  is  well  abreast  of  the  season 
r-ather  generally,  thorigh  the  lo.st  ten  days  were  mostly  unfavorable,  be¬ 
cause  of  cold  '.7eo.ther,  heavy  snows'in  the  L'^ke  region  and  northern  Ohio 
Y.allcy,  -and  frozen  soil  in  Forth- Centr-al  States.  Tlie  'ol.c-ntings  of  spring 
crops  this  year  began  in  favored  loca.lities  northward  about  normally, 
with  some  corn  put  in  as  far  north  as  Kansas  and  Forth  Carolina,  ano.  some 
cotton  planted  to  central  Georgia  and  northeastern  Texas  at  about  the 
average  date.  However,  very  little  additional  planting  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  for  a  week,  or  more,  because  of  cool  weather,  while  germination 
anid  growth,  have  been  slow.  In  Texas,  where  the  bulk  of  cotton  seeding 
so  far  hn^s  been  done,  progress  of  the  crop  is  poor,  with  some  frost  daiTi— 
age,  aaid  much  seed  will  be  lost  in  the  central  a.nd  northern  parts  of  the 
ea.stern  ha,lf  of  the  State,  becaus.e  of  the  recent  -onfavorable  germinp.tirg 
weather. 
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!riie  lov  tei'nperat'’j!j’es  the  latter  part  of  March  ’rere  77ide- spread 
o,nd  -larhed,  especially  in  the  central  valleys  and  the  South,  vdth  frost 
extendiipa  veil  into  the  northern  Gulf  areo.;  considerable  limin  resulted 
to  tender  vegetation,  and  some  additional  d.am''^e  to  early  fruit  bloom  as  . 
far  north  a,s  parts  of  the  Ohio  Valley....  In  generrd,,  however,  aside  from 
the  winterkilling  of  peach  buds  in  much  of  the  interior,  there  has  been 
no  '.-ide- spread  damage  so  far  to  the  fruit  crop,  but  trees  a.re  well  ■a.d- 
vanced  for  the  season,  and  there  is  still  danger  of  damaging  frost  in 
manpr  sections.  Killing  frost  occurs,  on  the  average,  as  often  a,s  one 
3'e.ar  in  ten  as  far  south  as  the  Ohio  River  and  extreme  southern  Misso'ori, 
as  l.ate  as  May  1,  .and  in  an  average  year  it  occurs  a,s  late  -as  this,  .as 
far  south  as  eastern  Pennsylvania,  central  Ohio,  northern  Illinois,  .and 
central  Iowa. 

Pa-stures  anid  meadows  a.re  doing  well  in  the  more  ea.stern  St:atos,  but 
in  the  middle  Vest-  and  northwest  recent  cold  weather  has  been  unfavorable, 
a>nd  drought  persists  imparts  of  the  Southwest.,  .Vhile'  there  has  been 
some  local  shrink-age  in  livestock  in  western  mount-a.ih  sections,  condit¬ 
ions  during  Ma,rch  were  rather  generally/’  f.avora.ble  for  I'^mbing.  In  the 
South,  the  growth  of  truck  crops  recently  has  been  slow,  because  of  low 
tempera.tujres ,  while  excessive  rain  during  the  p.ast  week  in  Florida  caused 
much  injury  to  beans,  peppers,  and  potatoes,,  and  the  necessary  suspen-  . 
sion  of  x^otato  digging  ma,y  result  in- some  rotting. 

As  regards  winter  wheal,  a  rather  critical  moisture  condition. has 
developed  in  much  of  the .  Southwest  where  precipitant  ion  lias  been  deficient 
throughout  the  winter  and  early  spring.  From  Kansas  uouthwestward  the 
amoujiits  for  the  three  winter  months  were  mostlj^-  only  25  to  50  per  cent 
of  normal,  and  over  much  of  this  area,  i.Ia.rch  also  had.  very  little  rain¬ 
fall.  This  dr’niess,  c.oupled  with  cold  weather  the' latter  part  of  March, 
wa.s  docidedly  unfavorable  for  winter-  wheat,  espe.cially  in  Kausas  and 
Oklalioma;  marked  signs,  of  detorioratibn  h.ave  appeared  in  south-centr.al 
and  'uarts  of  western  Kansas,  while -the  drought  in  Oklalioma  is  becoming, 
serious.  In  the  central  and  eastern  portions  of  the  wheat  belt  a  good, 
general  warm  rain  is  needed,  though  the  precipitation  the  latter  part 'of 
March,  especially  the  hea.vy  snovis,  was  beneficial.  But  little  spring  ■  ®..' 

wheal  has  been  seeded,  and  the  recent  cold  weather  lia.s  been  unfavora.ble 
for  work  in  the  spring  wheat  area,  with  the  ground  frozen  in  many  sections* 


